
Intro to
Forensic Anthropology



What is Forensic 
Anthropology?

The study of human skeletal remains 
resulting from unexpected deaths



Purpose of a Forensic 
Anthropologist

● Recover remains
● Identify remains
● Determine time & 

cause of death



Identify Remains
● Age - bone length 

and fusion
● Sex - difference in 

pelvis, skull, femur
● Stature - size of 

bones
● Ancestry - teeth and 

skull



Determine Cause of Death
● Sharp Force 

Trauma
● Blunt Force 

Trauma
● Trauma before or 

after death



YouTube
What is Forensic Anthropology?

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MyM4YRty6JE

